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PEANUT CORPORATION OF AMERICA ISSUES PEANUT BUTTER RECALL 

Lynchburg, Va. (January 13, 2009) – Peanut Corporation of America (PCA), a peanut processing 
and bulk distribution company, today announced a voluntary recall of peanut butter produced 
in its Blakely, Georgia processing facility because it has the potential to be contaminated with 
Salmonella. 
 
PCA Spokesperson, Rebecca McFarland says not all the facts are yet known about the outbreak.  
“While we’re still unsure of the specific flaw in our peanut butter monitoring system, we are 
working night and day to find and correct the problem,” says McFarland.   

“We have suspended operations within our Blakely facility until this is done, and plan to notify 
the public as soon as we have more information.  Our sincerest apologies go out to anyone that 
has been affected by our product, and we are working hard to ensure no more harm is done by 
it.” 

The voluntary recall of 21 lots of its peanut butter, in containers ranging from five to 50 pounds, 
is being taken immediately.  PCA is notifying its institutional customers and has set up a toll-free 
hotline number 1-877-564-7080 to answer questions. 
 
PCA is continuing to work closely and cooperating with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as well as state officials as part of this 
ongoing investigation. 
 
Eating food contaminated with Salmonella can result in abdominal cramping, diarrhea, and 
fever. Most people infected with Salmonella develop the symptoms 12 to 72 hours after 
infection. The illness usually lasts 4 to 7 days, and most people recover without treatment. 
However, the illness may become so severe that the patient needs to be hospitalized.   
 
For more information on the salmonella bacteria, please visit the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Website at http://www.cdc.gov. 
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